


“How do you
thank someone who |

ife?”

g0, a rescue worker brought a

w, the two mecet again By Ronnie Polaneczky
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aja Kazazic pacee back and forth
in o gparsely filled walting orea
al Tampa Inbermalinal Adrpart,
Eeer amike hilying ker nermus-
mise. "I domn't know what I'm
supposed to be feeling,” says
4 Maja fwhaoss fll nomee ig pro-
noineed MY-uh KEuh-ZA-zitch), a petite 38-year-ald,
dligtrse b DiacKing & 8 tramd of Bair behind ber ear, “1've
lbern procticing this reunion in ny myind for wecks, trying
P dedide Wil Lo sai whem 1 soe Sally. Whal words can
deseribe how gratefol 1 am™
Blajastope fora mpnmnl acd leoks sevicus. © jast hope
wshe lkes me” she saye. 1 hope ghe feels iEoas worth risk-
ing ler life For me.”
in the other side of the terminal, Sally Becker, 49, has
the &amie [IELir & sl b rries anba Chie airparts shutihe
Lrain to the waiting area where Maja s poding. The last
timie thee two wore bogether was En 1993 in war-revmged
Benin, where Maja, then 16, had been critically injured
in @ bombexplosion. Her right leg wos manglak her e
o hiwd bsen amputated juss bulow the knee in an efors
1o showr thie misssive infectdon Uhat threatencd hes Lilk.
Mirves am] sscles in Ber left arm and Band were dam-
aged. And there was no way the makeshilt hospital she
wics [ ok engo with s injuries
“If she: didn't get proper hospdtolization, she had only
s iy [Den,” pecalla Sally, & bakoy Bramet o wh ot Uy Lime
v 3 vl unber reliel worker from England trying fo trans-
port ingured childeen lke Maja aut of the war 2oes be
mndical care, 1 resrember meeting Maja and she smiled
this gnrgeous smile. We dide't speak Use same kngusge, so

“*Will I still be able to play soccer?

aned by locall meddia, who pof wind of the reanion and are
joatling ome enother for the hest camers snghes Al In
b growp iz Sally's 10-year-cld doughter, Billie-Jdo, who
troveled with her mather from England.

[l g e Sl by e bl v s to R hie eabbabs, ey redy sl
1o keep thelr cyes aff cach other, The initial resh of thetr
mseding has calmed, and now they are recounting for
everyune how they met and all thet has heppened sinee.

It v August 1983, and Ehe city of Mostar had become
a batthegrourd in the Bosmian War, Tha westar paTE off
{ber ity was comtrolled by the Croste, who had driven
Bosnian kTuslises inbethe easbern, usprotecind side althe
city, This was wher: Maja's fmdly lived, trapped between
the Serbe In the hilk behind themn and the Croats just o
e mreeta ey, Cot off from regalar food, water, electric-
oy and medice] supplies, they were starving and tereor-
] by Trinrn B g avrnd ot ak bacos by the Ciroarls

wl chiklrun are chiklren, whether war
 ragesor nof, and that doe Majo and five
2 friends warre i njoyinga wanm slisrmesn
in the courtyard of the apartment balld-
o Engwhie sha lwid with hes fanenlsasd
© younger brother. Majn was sitlingona
S wrall when & Pecket-propalled gra-
mraude it 1Beir play ares, knocking her backward. The air
filled with nerid smalke, burming her thnoat e ayes. Shi
U] b snd sl couldn't—her legs were bloodied, s red
w1l mever forget,” she says.
Sl comkd siw pirvined limbs, chumles of issu, seattered
around the courtyand. Gme young pregnant motber oy
dizad, haer il bess teddber basdda her, A nother Bsen knelt in

" Maja asked her father after the

grenade explosion. “OFf course,” he lied. “You'll be fine”

thait s Beoww s he comesanleated — by amiBng ™ Sally éxhalis
deeply, “I'mworried that seeing me will brisg beck terrible
memvories for her,” she says as the shuttle spoiads ler io-
wiere] Maja. 1 don's wand & cause her pain™

When the electric doors slide open, Sally burries o
Tk Lravin, her dark eyes darting from face to face in the
terminal wntil she sees tee smile that grubbed her beart
17 i dghon. Tl i i Bl Bl esic h ofhers o rms
amd heg. They pull away, start Lo speak, and cannot.
Instead, thiy guee ot aweh ctber, oveswhalined by the
magnitde of 3 moment that—ooe terrifying doy kong
=g eveed TN g mabdi.

“Dwoe mninaate. | wins thieksd iz Mostar, dreamang about
plying profiessional soores,” says Maje. “The next minube,
iy ol 1¥e changed * She ja mtting next bo Sally in the
waltingaren, thedr arms lined. They are surnoanidiad by
Bl frfende, wha have scosmpanded ber B0 the airport,
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dicath wherd sha had @0 just momenks before, her body
propped up by detris, her eyes frozen ope.

MEaja alors: sursivosd Lhe blesl. The Istber of one of her
dead friends roshed her by car over a pittesd road toa Sor-
et water-testing lab tursed Beagital, Thire, s mset up
with her oo father, a cpedie. *1 askesd him, WL LsUll ke
whike: to play socoer?~ racalls Maja. “He said, 07 éo el
Fou' || b finel™

Bt orveer thae nesrt Tewdays, wil hoot surgical stbention (i
herr weosanels or apkibictics fo Gght the infections that s=4 in,
she bevanee gravety 1L She |npaed inboe unennecisUss s —
abdpssing, gwiven ber beeed of pain—Ba woke to find berself
it kst of o borwor. Hior gan gremous bl lig wis beisg
s jru ek bt anoslhevia, To this day, Majadoesns
knoww i a real doctar performed the sargery. * 1 wis ted
dhorwm, smel Ehisy had & rubber tube Inomy mowth for me o
hite on,* says Maga *1 could feal ther sawing my b,
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“That's the only picfun | nos Hiss
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D=k and forth, back and forth, The pain was unbearable
1 e iR b erwrrsd v af Ty body™

Later, when dead [lesh was car vied away from the
warrand. she clirnedued & blee teddy bear in Ber etls b help
hier esdure the sgomy, Miracubusly, she survived the
harharic procedures. But another kind of mirselc wos
negded Lo save her life,

b atemch of death was ovrwhil -
Lreg, ™ sanys Sally, deecriling the comrdi-
el im whilch she foamd Maja ab thi:
mezkeshift kaapital, “The floor was
slipgery with blood, drip lines dan
gled fram kst stands, and patienta
waibed on endless linea,”

Bally, &n artist ak the time, @i lving in the south of
England, whirreshe was folowing the plight of elvlizngs
gt 1 e war. Weasti ngd G lelp, she went bo Bosns and,
enlirely on Bor own, not working with any group, brought
m.mcrruﬂ|||Hdi|ﬂ|uuh1ulibt|ﬂ1‘|‘r&'f|dﬂ'|.]‘ Jrwish
comuman ey 1B West Mnstar, The Croals dide® ollow for-
elgm nid workers into the elty ot that fime, bt hecause
Sally wii Jizarisk, shie weoas S A hismeal

Ehe had hen prosiding abd for three months whin a
17, M. pepresentative ssked her to help get permission for
the evacustion aff & kme medically needy chikl outof Esst
Maatar, the besieged sideof the ity The Croats gave her
e OF b svacuaie &) woundead chBdeen amd mathers,
wwem loaning her an ambulonee amd paiting a cease-Gre
in place. She hisd s than 24 bors Wnearry ouk the res-
coes; aftor that, ehelling wouhl resame, Nometbeloss,
ally's ansblance was shot at repestedly by anipers.

Finally, shaken bul alive, whe arcived af ik hoggital.
“Maja was lying on a stroleher in the basement,” sy
Sally, *Hist nssiek as sl was, she redlaled strength. She
wrnibed even i her pain®

1t had becn weeks sinee Majn fad been injured, and she

of me with beo kgd,™ S84S5 M

A, wihas, baft

rplfesss, shio s et ax pclren, TUNES ans g ter

s niear death. By then, e Nal s was alen n patien @l
tie hoapital. heving sustalned head amd chesl injuries kn
a grenade explosion. Her psotier speni her days darting
hatwesen Vhe e, whilke akso Loping bo cane for Maja's
yaunger brother at home

Sy weses b evacbe Bl i s wl s fraur cthes weound-
el children and their methis, bt umexpectedly, 2 taciieal
manever by Lhe UL threatenes] (o deiall her milsson.
The UH. had broughl a kamanitarian-aid eonsway ko
Eaat Miostar, and it had heen tragped there for almost
thvre days — prvented from leaving by Incal Bossitans who
wanbid its progection, The UM woerkers trisd touss Sally's
misginn asa nsEs of negrtating theirean reliase, and
there wos & standodf The LLM. woubdn't bet Sally leave
wwitisout thers, but the Bosrians woukin't et thi LA leave
e Sally's coattails, [ was outraged,” sars Bally. "The
cpasme-fi=e wa s renndng ooat, the chikleen were in grave
dasgrr, mnd now ke 1M wis brying tomse thosy patlinis
as s misis ol csrape”

When TV jowrnallists started filmving the srfusrent, the
U3, groap fimally allowed Sally's ambulance to leave,
Frdlowed by the pereas, s he mide the harrowisg [eus-hour
drive o & UM, compound outside the elty. The patiente
were qurickly 1aken from the ambulances snd flown toa
Frobabe hogprital i Eagirvk, the Crootancopital.

Sally wa gives just minmtes bossy gocdige o the chil-
dran she'd risked her life Lo seve. She kizeed mach ane,
praing shed gotben thesn oot in time A Teen b s~
o to malke plams ta raturn for otbers. "I prosalsed o
dickor Il be back az gsoom as Teould,” mys Sally, who hal
biasery oot e by the sight of such badby injured chidren.
Eventually, she rescued F00 chikinen from the war tone

After tnitinl trestient im Zagreb, Majawae lownioa
118, Arney hospital in Germany, and from there bo the
United Stafis, A local chapter of Yetorans e Pence —a
humanfariangroup af 115 s s—hied benrnesd of har inju-
ries and arrsmgged o her o reosive  confiaad o poge 2068
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Saved Her Life
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free medienl care wtwhst was then
Memeorial Mediral Center im Camiber-
lamd, MO 5k usderwent asousd 150
surgeries—"1 stopped counting at
L0 aays Ma)a—snd Ehsn sl s of
hours of therapy to help her beft leg
Aty bl rva har cghtl b el
repair her damoged left hond and

besgtan Eryimgg to get bo the LS. 1t took
much wrsngling aml gaperaack, but
[Enalhe, ey repetved polithenl aspdum
sree], T s e Pdjas haul arrivisl,
they all s2ttled in Cumberland. The
tramsition was difficult; Refugees
wheo'd been driven from their home-
land Iy war, they had sulfered huge
Inszes and now had to flrd jobs and
Temming s e a s lamguape ard
culbare. Yet they were grateful o he

schoul post office, and assistinga pro-
Tesagir, Im 2000, she gradhted from
Saint Fronicis Unbwersity (m Loresta,
P, with o degres im prychologr,
Sally, meanwhile, hod become
kniown in the medin as the “Ange] of
Mactar” for bar cngning reseuas of
chilkdrem and families. When the war
apread o Knsow, shi contissd hir
wurk there, endangering ber own e
oeer mnil over agaisa. n 1994, ghe was

“I'm 33, the same age as Sally when she rescued me, and
[ want to help the world in the way she did”

airm, For beg pears, she wag caned for
By medical workers and dozens of
Wil T 1w b,

Mg had no werd of her parenis or
Brothr far six montha, Later she
lkearned that her father, aloag with
abarit B other irjared patients, had
walked o huzdred miles 1o get medi-
eal eara, 1M he kadn', he wiuk] bave
died. Oinee be recovered. her famihy

|ugether nmd determined bo make the
et ol e sl i,

By then, Maja was in high schonl,
whetre shi: took up the cembals and
joimed the marching band, the thythm
off L ppeussion bl pi s s regains
proger gait, After graduation, she be-
g ttendisg colle ge. paying har o
way by working at various jobs—
bullding wehsites, clerking in tke

captared by the Serbs ond sentenced
e 0 i i presan,

Iromically, it was that experience
that @verlually hroaght Majs and
Eally ingether again After her release,
Slly wap walching newscasts shoul
her capiure when ssddenly she wos
aatomnded 1o 2a a familiar face.
speaking on her behalf 1B was Majs

“Tha méme criw hal trocked her

down in ke .57 axys Sally, still
sording ammased. “5he spoke perfect
Ergglish, and sk booioed Bealthy and
beamtifal, 1w jast thrilbiadd [ e
knewwhat had become of ber™

o uk the two women

sl nirver b re-

nolted belore. [L

= wp Thee Hann e -
thopedic Group

) that arranges the

o mizting. Maja wis

one of 45 ampatess im the Unitesd
Statas testing Habger's sew mlora-
processor-controlled prosthitic g,
W-Hald, which cosinually readpasts
the pressune on ber residuad fimb. Thea
rmechian s closety mines the move-
ment of 5 real ke 5o (bt Majs can
rum s ply golfand tennis—her far
worite sports—without the pain she
g ricaced with herobd artificialleg.
A within the next year, sha hogas
e wall 70 miles < Erom Mostar bo the

Subrinlic Sea—bo ralse momey for pros-
thexges for Boanians who need them
*['m s 13, 1l age Sally was when
she reseusd me, and | wamt bo helpthe
wrurhd Ehie e b &, asiyE Maja.
Mot thot she isn't alrepdy doing her
part. Her friends in Pakm Hasbor, FL,
wisere she moved after codlege, call
her “Bosnian Unlimded, Ine,” fivr b
wirk with refagees n the Tampa Bay
wrea—helping those from her hime-
lauinad Firee joohes smd e ome LS. eltl-
wens. Wja hersell avns Vols Businiss
St icsr, & company that desslops
wehattes—and she ie iz demand s a
ppber, sbarisgg hor Bie sbory os s way
to help others achieve their dniame
Sally still Lives in England and hos
remained commritted 8o bumanilar-
Far projicts. Wien the wor ended in
Kosovo, she established trmame- relind
cefibers thene frwemen and children,
and in 200 she traveeled o the Mid-
el o hulp-'.-ln:ﬁm.l-nﬂh- Lizbiamom ¥
[sraed conflict. S5 in inwelwd 282

Goodwill Ambassador o Childres af
Pescw, a multifalih ﬂm’l‘t"nhdl-m‘tﬂd
1o builiding friendship, trust, and rec-
tiedan chilldres And she devobes more
o her time bo her o ginsl eslling—her
painting=and to daughter Billie-Ja
*the o of o il she s,

Buk now it 1= Maja who holds ber
attention. The twowill gpand 8 woek
tgarthiar in Palkm Earbor, soed they soy
thew can't imagine ever befng oul ol
tes=h aguin. =Maja keeps saylng she
has to thank me for wis [ did, Bl
whal alss wis there to do? It would
horve been o tragic loss for the work] iF
#hi hasd ot suFvired,” says Sally.

[Rsewieere, there gre mew wars amxl
naliral dissiters and Injured chil-
dren. Buk this aftermoon, o coara-
grnas woman knd the child she
rescued, now & geperous-hearted
woung woman hersell, albow s bo ke
lieve thas pverything can be mads
riht is theworkl. s
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